Macdonald/FRG 2008

Island Hopping

A. Objective of Proposed Study

 If granted a FRG, I plan to travel by ferry to the remote, outlying Outer Hebridean Islands of Barra, Harris, Lewis, North Uist and South Uist in order to draw directly from the landscape. While resident in Scotland, (where I am from), I visited Harris and Lewis and the landscape of these tiny, remote islands has etched itself into my memory. Because my previous visit had such a visual impact, for a number of years now, it has been my ambition to immerse myself in this landscape once again.

In my research as an artist, I am interested in both the cultural life of island living and in the geography of these places. In Scotland, the landscape is particularly craggy and wild and offers much potential to the visual artist for source imagery. Since I have been working recently from photographic documentation, maps and memory, I wish to instill a new layer of meaning into my work by exploring some of these places in person. In the Outer Hebrides, the isles are very close to one another and provide the traveler the opportunity to go ‘island hopping’. This is what I wish to do for my FRG proposal. I plan to physically inhabit these islands and draw them in person, seeking new avenues to explore in my work. In particular, I wish to visit the far outlying isles because their remote location holds the most mystery for me. They are reachable only in the summer season via ferry, hence the title of my project, to ‘island hop’. 

Issues I am interested in of place, location and memory refer specifically to my own background as a Scottish artist living and working in the United States. Although I was born in Aberdeen, in the Northeast, my family roots lie in the ‘Highland and Islands’, so I have highly personal reasons for wishing to travel to this part of the world. I am intrigued by how my visual memory of the land where I grew up percolates into everything I see here in New England and wish to explore this more directly. This amalgamation of where I was and where I am provides the visual source material for many of my artworks. 

B. Significance of Proposed Study

My proposal holds both a personal and professional significance. Firstly, as an artist, one is constantly looking to new sources for research in order to keep pushing one’s work forward. My work is at a juncture where I believe taking risks is now necessary. In my case, this risk is traveling to a remote location, observing and recording the landscape, and using this research during the ensuing months to make new paintings and drawings.  Secondly, the University of Massachusetts Amherst boasts a diverse community of scholars and provides the highest academic standards in teaching and scholarship and the connections built between them. I believe my ambitious and highly individualistic proposal will enrich both students and faculty in the Department of Art through cross-cultural experiences of researching abroad. With an exhibition record of showing my work as far afield as Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Melbourne, and Berlin, I feel confident this research will carry its influence through, and well beyond the Department of Art, thus proving significant to the stature and well-being of the University community as a whole.

C. How will I accomplish Goals ?

While traveling by ferry through the Outer Hebridean Islands, (Please see attached map), I will draw on location images of the island landscape. These drawings will serve as source material for developing a brand new body of work.  Upon return to the States in the Fall, I intend to make approximately ten new oil and acrylic paintings and twenty works on paper. This whole new body of paintings and drawings will contain brand new, experimental imagery, culled from my proposed trips to the Outer Hebridean islands. This project will provide the opportunity to work intensively, with the understanding that my focus and intensive schedule will translate into a new body of work. 

D. Future Plans for Proposed Study

The FRG I received last year for my proposal, Topamnesia, supported two new bodies of work. I have an upcoming solo show of this work in New York City in March and in November 2007, I exhibited the first body of work in Los Angeles. New York and Los Angeles are the two major art centers in the USA and it has been an honor to be invited for solo shows in both places in the space of one academic year. My future plans are therefore to continue to exhibit in high profile locations, receive peer reviews in publications in national journals, and continue to be an active voice as a visiting artist, thus enhancing the reputation of UMass as a Research University and flagship School for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In terms of my own studio practice, it is my hope that the breath-taking landscape of these islands will unfold myriad new possibilities for my work. 

F. Other Research

Currently I have two applications for external funding and one other application for internal funding. All applications are pending

Whiting Foundation, Project Proposal: Visiting Artist at Massey University, Wellington, Zew Zealand.









Amount Requested: $10,000 

Guggenheim Foundation, Project Proposal: Support Research in Painting








Amount Provided: Year’s Salary

University of Massachusetts, Enhancing Learning Through The Use of Technology, 

Project Proposal: Technology, Text and Imaging: Towards Effective Teaching Tools









Amount Requested: $5180

Mellon Mutual Mentoring Grant




Amount Awarded $1200

BUDGET

Travel

American Airlines Flight Boston to Glasgow, Scotland


$1157

Caledonian MacBrayne Hopscotch Island Car Ferry



$309

Car Rental 







$870

Accommodation

Taobhan Iar Caravan, Isle of Barra





$200 per week

Arnabhal Bed + Breakfast, Isle of South Uist




$351 per week

Sgeir Ruadh Bed + Breakfast, Isle of North Uist



$281 per week

Luskentyre Bed + Breakfast, Isle of Harris




$491 per week

Meals

$35 per diem x one month





$1050

Gas Estimation

$50 per week







$200

TOTAL








$4909
